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Abstract

Purpose

The 2019 Curriculum Guidelines in Taiwan introduced Inquiry and Practice as a
new subject, a first in the history of curriculum guidelines. This new subject relies on
teachers to independently research and develop course content, posing a significant
challenge to their teaching practices. This article views teachers’ development and
design of inquiry-based courses as a form of inquiry itself. Accordingly, it analyzed
teachers’ inquiry process from the perspective of the inquiry cycle and examines
students’ learning experiences to evaluate the effectiveness of teachers’ inquiry-based

teaching.
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Main Theories or Conceptual Frameworks

The analysis is based on the four key components of inquiry outlined in the 108
Civics and Society Inquiry and Practice curriculum guidelines, along with relevant

theories related to teacher guidance and the effectiveness of inquiry-based teaching.

Research Design/Methods/Participants

This study employed a qualitative research design using in-depth interviews. High
school teachers of the Civics and Society Inquiry and Practice course were invited
to participate in three rounds of in-depth interviews: at the beginning of the semester
during the curriculum planning phase, mid-semester during the teaching process,
and at the end of the semester for a course wrap-up. Simultaneously, interviews were
also conducted with students from the participating teachers’ classes at the end of the
semester to understand their experiences with the inquiry-based teaching designed by

these teachers.

Research Findings or Conclusions

This study found that besides following the four key components of inquiry as
instructed by the curriculum guidelines, all participating teachers also incorporated
pedagogical innovations at various stages of the inquiry process based on their
professional judgment and their students’ learning characteristics. Such innovations
not only signifies their professional capacity for self-empowerment in inquiry-based
teaching but also reveals the diverse possibilities within inquiry-based teaching in the
social studies domain.

In terms of evaluating teaching effectiveness, teachers noted that students
generally lacked motivation because the Inquiry and Practice course is not included
in the high-stakes examinations for university admission, leading to wide disparities
in the quality of their inquiry projects. At the same time, students reported consistent
growth in developing inquiry skills, particularly in data collection, data analysis, and
presentation.

With respect to the relationship between teacher guidance and student learning
outcomes, this study found that clear guidance is effective for student learning, but

intensive guidance yields poor results and may even hinder student learning.
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This paper argues that the main challenge teachers face in inquiry-based teaching
is not insufficient knowledge or skills related to inquiry pedagogy, but rather anxiety
stemming from their professional identity. Since inquiry learning emphasizes student
autonomy, it requires teachers to act as professional guides, which implies that the
professional role teachers play in compulsory courses is not applicable in the Inquiry
and Practice course. However, the specific role and responsibilities of a “professional
guide” are not clearly defined. As a result, teachers tend to evaluate their performance
in inquiry-based teaching using the professional standards of a knowledge transmitter,
the role they typically play in compulsory courses. This mismatch between the expected
role of a professional guide and the self-assessment based on the standards of a
knowledge transmitter leads to anxiety in teachers’ professional identity. It also creates

an unnecessary tension between student autonomy and teachers’ professional practice.

Theoretical or Practical Insights/Contributions/Recommendations

Inquiry-based learning seeks to cultivate students’ ability to construct knowledge,
and the skills developed in each component of the inquiry process contribute to
enhancing this ability. This paper recommends that future teacher education and
curriculum guidelines for inquiry-based teaching should provide explicit guidance to
teachers on process-oriented assessment of student learning. This will help teachers
to evaluate student learning outcomes not only based on the final inquiry project but
also by recognizing the development of inquiry skills throughout the inquiry process.
Furthermore, future policies promoting inquiry-based teaching, in addition to providing
teachers with knowledge and skills related to inquiry pedagogy, should also strive to
offer a clear framework for the role of a “professional guide” for teachers’ reference.
This will help reduce teachers’ anxiety and uncertainty in implementing inquiry-based

teaching.

Keywords: civics and society, professional identity, inquiry guidance, inquiry-
based teaching, student-centered
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