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Institutionalizing “Experimental Education”:
The Tension Between Alternative Education
and State-Led Educational Experiments
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Abstract

Purpose

Taiwan has enacted the three laws of experimental education in 2014. These
laws regulate two main forms of experimental education— school-based and non-
school-based— which are further subdivided into six types: public, charter, and private
experimental schools, as well as individual, group, and institution-based non-school
formats. This legislation has established a legal framework for diverse educational
practices that differ from the conventional system and has been celebrated as a
milestone in fostering educational innovation.

However, beneath the surface of this flourishing development, concerns have
arisen over uneven development across different types and ongoing debates about
the authenticity of certain practices. This uneven development is reflected in the fact

that although experimental education originated from alternative education practices

Takun Wang, Ph.D. Student, Department of Sociology, Princeton University

ORCID: 0009-0009-0110-3339

Email: takun.wang@princeton.edu

Manuscript received: Oct. 21, 2024; Revised: Feb. 23, 2025; Accepted: Aug. 06, 2025.


https://orcid.org/0009-0009-0110-3339

126 %HFHREEF F71853M

outside the formal system, it is the public experimental schools within the system that
have experienced rapid growth since the laws’ passage, now outnumbering private
experimental schools by more than tenfold. This developmental gap has cast doubt
on the “experimental” nature of such education, fueling disputes over what truly
constitutes experimental education.

As the three laws approach their second decade, this study examines the process of
institutionalizing experimental education, aiming to trace the origins of these concerns

and debates and to offer reflections on future directions.

Main Theories or Conceptual Frameworks

This study posits that to understand the formation of the three laws of experimental
education, one cannot overlook the institutional framework for educational experiments
that has existed within the formal system since the 1950s, particularly how this
framework influenced the legalization process of alternative education practices
that emerged outside the system in the 1990s. To this end, this study adopts the
perspective of historical institutionalism and applies the concept of path dependence to
reconstruct the relationships among educational experiments, alternative education, and
experimental education. This framework, in turn, addresses two key research questions:
Why was alternative education legalized under the name of “experimental education”?
And why does experimental education adopt a classification of three laws, two forms,

and six types?

Research Design/Methods/Participants
This study employs text analysis, drawing on three primary sources: news reports,
government documents, and the discourse of key actors. These are supplemented with

academic literature, including dissertations, journal articles, and scholarly books.

Research Findings or Conclusions

In the 1990s, alternative education practices emerged outside the formal system,
taking two main forms: ideal-based schools and homeschooling. To secure initial
legal recognition, both aligned themselves with the legal framework for educational

experiments that had existed within the formal system since the 1950s. However,
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tension existed between the two traditions: whereas archetypal educational experiments
were initiated in a top-down manner, designed in the image of scientific experiments,
and aimed at scalability, the new wave of alternative education was initiated from the
bottom up, rooted in humanistic values, and tailored to specific needs. Consequently,
when these two distinct traditions converged, they unexpectedly gave rise to a
new institutional framework for “experimental education” that regulated both
homeschooling and ideal-based schools under the designation of “non-school-based.”
The subsequent process— whereby ideal-based schools were categorized as “institutions”
within the non-school form, coupled with the extension of experimental education
from non-school to school-based forms to include public schools— ultimately led to the
complex classification of three laws and six types, sparking the intractable dispute over

what truly counts as “experimental.”

Theoretical or Practical Insights/Contributions/Recommendations
Drawing on more than sixty years of data, this study builds on previous research
to offer an integrated analytical framework for understanding the interrelations and
chronological development of educational experiments, alternative education, and
experimental education. This framework provides insights and guidance for future

research and practice in the field of education.

Keywords: alternative education, home schooling, educational experiments,
ideal-based schools, experimental education, historical

institutionalism
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[Nietzsche, F. W. (2017). On the genealogy of morality (C.-F. Zhao, Trans.). Common Master
Press. (Original work published 1887)]
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[Fang, Y.-M. (1989). Science education in Taiwan’s elementary and junior high schools over the
past forty years. Bulletin of Educational Resources and Research, 14, 15-39.]
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[Wang, T.-K. (2025). School distinction: How social class shapes parental school choice
[Master’s thesis, National Taiwan Normal University]. National Digital Library of Theses
and Dissertation in Taiwan. https://hdl.handle.net/11296/9xv4sz]
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[Wang, R.-J. (2017). Analyzing the development trends of experimental education from
international perspectives. Taiwan Education Review, 704, 12-18.]
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[Chu, C.-T. (2013). Public policy: An introduction (5th ed.). Chuliu.]

MEERH 2 A U2 (1956 - 12H11H) - &K -
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and implementation. (1956, December 11). United Daily News.]
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[Sih, C. (1981). The developmental history of Chinese national education. Sanmin.]
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[Legislative Yuan. (1997a). The Legislative Yuan Gazette, 8§6(42). https://ppg.ly.gov.tw/ppg/
publications/official-gazettes/86/42/01/details]
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[Legislative Yuan. (1997b). The Legislative Yuan Gazette, 86(45). https://ppg.ly.gov.tw/ppg/
publications/official-gazettes/86/45/01/details]
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[Legislative Yuan. (1999). The Legislative Yuan Gazette, 88(6). https://ppg.ly.gov.tw/ppg/
publications/official-gazettes/88/06/01/details]
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[Hsinchu County national education adds production training. (1955, February 18).
United Daily News.]
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[Dan, J.-W. (2018). Experimental Education Act and educational experiments. Taiwan
Educational Review Monthly, 7(1), 8-10.]
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[Wu, P--H., & Lin, H.-Y. (2017, November 9). Proposed relaxation of experimental education
regulations, education groups worry about disguised ability-based schools. The Liberty
Times. https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/life/paper/1150306]
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Evening News.]
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[Lee, H.-Y. (1999). 4 study on the privatization of education in Taiwan [Master’s thesis,
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National Taiwan Normal University]. National Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations
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[Lee, M.-C. (2004). 4 study on the legalization of homeschooling [Master’s thesis, Fu Jen
Catholic University]. National Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations in Taiwan.
https://hdl.handle.net/11296/jy848b]
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[Lee, C.-N. (2016). A preliminary study on development of alternative schools in Taiwan after
the implementation of three experimental education regulations. School Administrators,
103, 1-13. https://doi.org/10.3966/160683002016050103001]
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[Chou, C.-H. (1999). 4 study on the freedom of private schooling and the legal system of private
schools [Doctoral dissertation, Fu Jen Catholic University]. National Digital Library of
Theses and Dissertations in Taiwan. https://hdl.handle.net/11296/zz8rdu]

Ik R B R E R T E BRI T RS (1990 6H1H) - BER -

[Extension of national education temporarily postponed, experimental classes in junior
high school to debut next semester. (1990, June 1). United Daily News.]
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[Lin, P.-H. (2006). The foundation, operation and mergence of private university in Taiwan.
Formosan Education and Society, 10, 65-92. https://doi.org/10.6429/FES.200601.0065]
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[Lin, K.-M. (2003). Path dependence and the institutional formation of Taiwan’s national health
insurance plan. Taiwanese Sociology, 5, 1-71. https://doi.org/10.6676/TS.2003.5.1]
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[Lin, T.-H., Lee, Y.-Y., & Lin, Y.-C. (2018). The historical context reflected in experimental
education literature. Taiwan Educational Review Monthly, 7(1), 37-52.]
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[Lin, Y.-C. (2022). The implementation status and difficulties of school-based experimental
education in public elementary schools. Taiwan Educational Review Monthly, 11(6), 166-
175.]
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[Ka, C.-M. (2001). The aborigine landlord: Ethnic politics and aborigine land rights in Qing
Taiwan. Institute of Sociology, Academia Sinica.]
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[Ka, C.-M. (2005). The historical turn: The articulation of narrative and social science
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[Miao, Y.-W. (2013). The methodological debates over historical sociology. Review of Social
Sciences, 7(1), 99-147. https://doi.org/10.30401/RSS.201304_7(1).0004]
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[Tang, T.-H., Lee, Y.-C., & Chen, N.-H. (2006). Alternative education in Taiwan: A record of
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[Debate on paper: Education veteran vs. senior teacher. (1992, April 20). United Daily
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[Holiday life school, hoping for early implementation. (1990, April 2). United Daily
News.]
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[Zhang, J.-M. (1994). From critique to practice: The sociological implications of the Forest
School phenomenon [Master’s thesis, National Taiwan University]. National Digital

Library of Theses and Dissertations in Taiwan. https://hdl.handle.net/11296/km34pw]
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[Zhang, B.-J. (2018). The possibility of initiating educational reform through school-based
experimental education. Pulse of Education, 14, 1-7.]
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[Promoting science education in national schools, Ministry of Education issues
experimental plan. (1959, July 11). United Daily News.]
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7BFA50&sms=0D85280A66963793]
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[Ministry of Education. (2023). List of schools for school-based experimental education for the
2023-2024 academic year. https://www.k12ea.gov.tw/Tw/Common/SinglePage?filter=
CF05E6D1-2C9C-492A-9207-92F064F54461]
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[Ministry of Education. (2024). Educational statistics of the Republic of China (2024). https://
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[Chen, Y.-H. (2018, March 1). Editor’s note: The hidden concerns behind the thriving
development of the 177 experimental schools. Parenting. https://premium.parenting.com.
tw/article/5076308]
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[Chen, J.-C. (2021). The study and prospect of empirical researches of experimental education
in Taiwan. Journal of Educational Research and Development, 17(4), 69-96. https://doi.
org/10.6925/SCJ.202112 17(4).0003]
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[Forest elementary school is only an experiment, not yet planned for establishment.
(1990, March 7). United Daily News.]
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[Huang, W.-H. (2013). Childhood and liberation. Rive Ganche.]
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[Huang, C.-M. (2002). 4 study on construction and practice of educational experiment and
innovation law in Taiwan: Extended study on development of Japanese legal [Doctoral
dissertation, National Taipei University of Education]. National Digital Library of Theses
and Dissertations in Taiwan. https://hdl.handle.net/11296/eq5pr3]

UG HRAL B 2 B a2 Ak (1990 - 10A5H) - B -
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United Daily News.]
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